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Message from the President
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   It would seem appropriate to welcome everyone to winter. As I am writing this message in the first full week of December, we are experiencing our first winter weather advisory and an upcoming winter storm warning! As I look ahead at the forecasted temperatures, they struggle to get out of the teens during the day and are in the single digits at night. I guess I have to get in the mindset that we do live in Wisconsin and we are in the month of December. Even if the weather isn’t what some of us would like it to be, we have been staying busy planning for an eventful year with Kappa Pi. 

Many members of Kappa Pi have been very busy.  Our delegates traveled to Indianapolis, IN to represent our Chapter at STTI’s Biennial Convention, we had our very successful fall meeting at the wonderful Wine Premiere where we learned more about the DNP program, and we have also been very busy planning for our spring Scholarship Day. 

I encourage all of you to visit Kappa Pi’s website often as information is always changing. If you have not already done so, I encourage you to update your information on STTI’s website so we have a current, non .edu email address, so we can be green and email your Chapter information. 

As we all look forward to 2010, I would like all of you to reflect on the great things that 2009 has offered you. I would also like all of you to look for ways to become more active in Kappa Pi. The rewards you will receive on a personal and professional level are amazing!

I would also like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Kathie

Let us love winter, for it is the spring of genius.  ~Pietro Aretino
NEWS FROM CONVENTION

"First of all, thank you for supporting our attendance at the STTI 40th Biennial Convention in Indianapolis Oct 31 - Nov 4!   In addition to our delegate duties we were able to attend over 2O different presentations ranging from specific content areas to global issues.  One particular highlight was attending Plenary Session III where the author of the book Three Cups of Tea: Promoting Peace, One School, One Child at a Time,  (Greg Mortenson) presented his work on  building and developing schools in Pakistan.  As a result of his work, girls in rural areas have now had the opportunity to attend school. To hear about the difference that this one nurse has made, literally world wide, was extremely inspiring!

As part of our delegate roles, we experienced the “inner workings “ of STTI as we participated in the discussions and voting on resolutions and selection of leadership candidates.  The opportunity to network and interact with such a high caliber of individuals was a wonderful experience. Stay tuned for our power point presentation (to be put on our website)…. coming soon!

 JoAnn Swanson and Mary Jo Devillers

HELP NEEDED
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Kappa Pi is in need of a chair for the fund-raising committee. While the chapter does receive a portion of individual dues to support chapter activities, the better our finances, the more we are able to do. In the past, fund-raisers have included scheduling times to sell the Lucinda Pins, coordinating caramel apple sales, and sending in the ink cartridges for recycling. We are always looking for new fund-raising ideas. The chairperson serves as the coordinator, with help coming from all members. The actual time commitment is very limited. A few hours a year can make a big difference to the chapter. Please contact Kathie DeMuth if you might be willing to support the chapter in this position.
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   CALL FOR PROPOSALS
I am excited to be able to provide you all with information about the 2010 Kappa Pi Chapter at Large Scholarship Day. This year the “theme” of the day is Health Care Reform and the Nursing Role. The date of the conference with be March 5th, 2010. As in the past we are looking for individuals or groups who are willing to share their exciting research projects. Attached with the newsletter is the call for research abstracts and podium presentations. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me.  We look forward to reviewing the innovative projects you have been working on. 

Sue Rymer

Kappa Pi Scholarship Day Planning Committee   

Winter came down to our home one night
Quietly pirouetting in on silvery-toed slippers of snow,
And we, we were children once again.
~Bill Morgan, Jr.

Scholarship in Northeast WI

Small Research Grant Funded Study: Political Participation of Registered Nurses and Factors Influencing Participation 

Since receiving the small research grant funding from the Kappa Pi Chapter-at-Large chapter of Sigma Theta Tau, the team of Chris Vandenhouten PhD, RN (Principal Investigator), Sylvia Kubsch PhD, RN, Susan Gallagher-Lepak, PhD, RN, Derryl Block, MPH, PhD, RN, and Crystal Malakar, RN, BSN (Dec. 09) has continued to make great progress including tool refinement and testing, as well as, agency recruitment.  Validity was established via expert panel review by both nursing and political scientist experts.  IRB approval was received to recruit Registered Nurses from UW-Green Bay and Bellin Health and permission to recruit subjects was also obtained from leaders from UW-Oshkosh Nursing Program, Door County Memorial Hospital of Sturgeon Bay, St. Mary’s Hospital of Rhinelander, and Sacred Heart Hospital of Tomahawk.  

Reliability testing was conducted with a group of UW-Green Bay nursing students.  The resultant Cronbach’s alpha and test/retest correlations for each of the subscales was established.   Based on these, additional item revision was conducted and additional testing was conducted.  

It is expected that data collection will commence in early January and continue through February.  

We are excited about our progress and appreciate the continued support of Kappa Pi Chapter-at-Large. We look forward to sharing the results at the Nursing Scholarship Day scheduled for Friday March 5, 2010 and in future newsletters.

Happy Holidays!!

One kind word can warm three winter months.  

~Japanese Proverb
THOUGHTS and PRAYERS

Two of our long time colleagues are experiencing personal challenges at this time. On behalf of all of Kappa Pi, we extend our sincere sympathy to Dr. Mimi Kubsch and family at the loss of her husband, Dr. Kenneth Kubsch. Dr. Kubsch was a physician with Prevea for many years, and is fondly remembered by many, many patients. 

We also want to keep Barbara Bauer and family in our thoughts. Barb has been hospitalized since suffering a fall at home earlier this month.       

Barb and Mimi have been active members of Kappa Pi since its inception. We hope the knowledge that you are in the thoughts of many provides comfort and support during these difficult days. 
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Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand and for a talk beside the fire:  it is the time for home.  
~Edith Sitwell
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 Kappa Pi Online
Just a reminder, newsletters, program

updates, pictures of past events, and more are found on Kappa Pi’s website: www.kappapi.org. Keep up to date with all the organizations happenings.
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Kappa Pi continues to support the health of our planet. How can you help? Send us your empty ink jet or laser printer cartridges for recycling as well as used cell phones. Cell phone accessories are not accepted. Members may bring the items to Bellin College, to any Kappa Pi event, or contact Mary Rolloff. 

Another green initiative is email communication. If you are receiving the newsletter through the postal mail and have an email address, I would ask you consider making the switch to email notices. Not only will you receive the information in a more timely manner, but we will save on paper, ink, and stamps. 
Members can enter their preferred email addresses on line. See the steps above under Moving / Changing Paths. Be assured, Kappa Pi does not sell email addresses.
What is the good of having a nice house without a decent planet to put it on? 
       - Henry David Thoreau
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
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 Malina Herber, nursing instructor for Bellin College, achieved the Family Nurse Practitioner designation. 

  Brianna Neuser, nursing instructor for 

Bellin College, achieved the Certified Nurse 

Educator designation.

Heidi Monroe, nursing instructor at Bellin College, Bellevue, prepared an abstract titled "Diversity Group Project: A Strategy to Increase Nursing Students' Awareness and Knowledge of Culture, Therapeutic Community, and Principles of Group Process" for the 22nd annual Conference for Teachers of Nursing Practice to be held in January in Madison.

Have you presented at a meeting, received an award or been promoted?

Have you recently married, had a baby, or become a grandparent? 

Let us join in your celebration. Forward your news to mary.rolloff@bellincollege.edu for inclusion in the next newsletter!
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  MARK YOUR                            CALENDARS
March 5 – Kappa Pi Scholarship Day
Food for Thought
Blessed is the season which engages the whole world in a conspiracy of love!  
~Hamilton Wright Mabie
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AND TO ALL




HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Current Officers


President: 		         	Kathie DeMuth	   	    433-6671	kathie.demuth@bellincollege.edu President Elect:			Stacy Eastman	   	    585-3260	seastman001@new.rr.com


Vice-President (UWGB)	Janet Reilly		    465-2365 	reillyj@uwgb.edu


Vice-President (Bellin)	Heidi Monroe		    433-6674	heidi.monroe@bellincollege.edu


Secretary:			Susan Gallagher Lepak  465-2034	gallaghs@uwgb.edu


Treasurer:			Leanne Cota		    660-2053	leannec@prevea.com


Counselor (UWGB)		Sharon Gajeski	    465-2570	gajeskis@uwgb.edu


Counselor (Bellin)		Sherri Hanrahan	    433-7851	sherri.hanrahan@bellincollege.edu


Research Chair		Chris Vandenhouten	    465-2994	vandenhc@uwgb.edu


Leadership Succession	Jill Harr		    433-3778	jill.harr@bellincollege.edu


Newsletter Editor		Mary Rolloff		   433-6669	mary.rolloff@bellincollege.edu
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